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• Impaired driving is often a symptom of the larger problem of 

alcohol misuse. 
 
• Nationally, 17,013 people died in alcohol-related highway 

crashes during 2003.  That means that every 31 minutes, nearly 
50 times per day, someone in America dies as a result of an 
alcohol related crash. 

 
• Committed law enforcement is essential in reducing the number 

of drunk drivers on the road, however legal intervention will not 
be enough to keep all drivers from repeating their behavior. 

 
• Medical research shows that screening and brief intervention is 

effective in changing drinking and driving patterns among 
problem drinkers. 

 
• According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 

in 2003 alcohol-related crashes resulted in over 17,000 fatalities 
and 275,000 nonfatal injuries at a cost of nearly 51 billion 
annually. 

 
• By supporting the minimal cost of screening and brief 

intervention now, we are able to avoid paying the high price of 
drunk driving in the future. 
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